the realisation that in countries with Orthodox communities there is insufficient ecumenical education, a fact responsible for the failure of those Churches to acknowledge the importance of certain topics and figures of the western Christian theology and spirituality of the 20 th century, and for impeding those who graduated from Orthodox theology schools from taking part in an authentic ecumenical dialogue. 2 The suggestion to write a Handbook suited for ecumenical education in Orthodox contexts had already been made in February 2010, following the previous initiatives of the Volos Academy and the Programme on Ecumenical Theological Education of the World Council of Churches (ETE/WCC). The proposal was later reintroduced during the inter-Orthodox consultations on the ecumenical movement in theological education and in the life of the Orthodox Church held in Sibiu, November 2010, as well as in other instances. Moreover, there were many who stressed the need to have a textbook in order to teach ecumenism in Orthodox theology colleges, seminaries, and academies.
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This book is truly impressive, and it is so in several respects. It is 962 pages long, listing contributions from 106 authors from the Orthodox world (by this I mean both the Orthodox Churches in the East, and the Oriental Orthodox Churches) as well as non-orthodox authors who commended this initiative. The volume addresses ecumenism and the involvement of the Orthodox Churches in the ecumenical movement from several perspectives: the historical and the theological views, the perspective of the major theologians who have dealt with ecumenism, the perspective of ecumenical dialogue, that of ecumenical education, and that of the Orthodox contribution to the ecumenical movement; it also provides a bibliography listing the official documents of the Orthodox Church regarding ecumenism.
The texts are divided into nine larger sections preceded by: a Foreword signed by His All-Holiness Bartholomew, Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch, (p. vx-xvi) , deals with the theological problems emerging from the involvement of the Orthodox Church in the ecumenical movement such as the common prayer, the nature and unity of the Church, intercommunion, the question of Orthodoxy's dialogue with modern science, the relevance of Orthodox spirituality for the ecumenical movement, the relationship of Scripture and Tradition within the ecumenical dialogue, and the Orthodox understanding of mission and inter-religious dialogue. In addition, the articles present the contributions of Orthodox theology to the understanding of diakonia, ecology, engaging youth and laity in the mission of the Church, the problems of proselytism and mixed marriages, as well as an Orthodox view on moral discernment. Part VIII, , is a section dedicated to ecumenical education: the need for it, the institutions where it is carried out, the method of teaching ecumenism and several documents on ecumenical education. Part IX is a very useful Appendix (p. 949-962) containing a survey of the official references and Orthodox texts on ecumenism.
We have seen the general context in which this volume was published, the editors' special motivation for compiling it, and the content meant to be read and analysed. Consequently, the question that arises is the following: to what extent can the Orthodox Handbook on Ecumenism. Resources for Theological Education meet the need for ecumenical education?
As long as the goal of ecumenical education is to help develop an Orthodox identity that is consciously applied and to form a type of personality that is open to understanding the other Christian traditions, we consider the Orthodox Handbook on Ecumenism to be a necessary instrument in this endeavour. This work is a substantial source of information rather than a handbook on ecumenism stricto sensu. It can prove to be a genuine source of inspiration for creating programmes of ecumenical education. The texts offer an ecumenical theology with an Orthodox content, written in an eirenic yet firm style when addressing the fundamental truths of the faith. Even though some of the anti-ecumenist tendencies are presented herein, it may have been significant to also publish a text written by the very people who dispute the ecumenical movement expressing their take on this matter.
Making this book known and accessible within parishes would be the suitable answer to the initiative of the editors who wanted to meet the need for ecumenical education. At the same time it would be a way to collectively take part in this effort, an effort we consider highly necessary. What's more, seen from the angle of the formal instruction being offered by theological education, the publication of this work is extremely helpful. For this reason, we believe that the Orthodox Handbook on Ecumenism. Resources for Theological Education is to be listed among the most important books in the field, as an indispensable work to have in the library of any college of Orthodox theology claiming or aspiring to offer its students a solid ecumenical education.
